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PREFACE

For a very long time now, education in general, and
primary education in particular, has been a low prior-
ity item on our national agenda. The hierarchical
structure in which our educational programmes are
rigidly organized leave very little scope for any
innovative intervention. Even when a group of people
gather the courage to undertake an innovative experi-
ment, the experiment generally flourishes for a while
and then quickly disappears into oblivion. The sys-
tem does not generally allow any space for such
innovative experiments. The experiences and struggles
of these innovative experiments, whenever they do
manage to materialize, are rarely documented and
made available to the subsequent groups involved in
new methods of teaching.

Prashika (pronounced Praashikaa), the primary
education programme of Eklavya, a voluntary orga-
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nization working in Madhya Pradesh (Central India),
is one such experiment. We have been associated with
this programme right from its inception and have
been a witness toits growth and development. We feel
that Prashikais an extremely important and meaning-
ful experiment in the area of primary education in
rural schools. It is a sustained attempt to provide
interesting, meaningful and constructive opportuni-
ties to children to acquire knowledge and to equip
them with observational and analytical skills. It does
not insist on any major structural changes in the
school or any enhanced financial inputs. Prashika is
really a symbol of a symbiotic collaboration between
children, teachers, social activists, researchers and
academics. The Prashika experience needs to be
carefully documented for the benefit of all those who
may be interested in primary education.

We feel thatitis important todocument the Prashika
experience. The documentation was made possible
by a grant from Eklavya. The Prashika documenta-
tion team plans to bring out seven monographs in
English and Hindi. The first one is meant to be a kind
of project narrative which would briefly outline the
beginnings and development of Prashika and provide
a glimpse of different aspects of the programme. A
monograph each is to be devoted to assumptions and
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principles, curriculum, method and materials, teacher
training, evaluation and administrative aspects. The
seven documents together will provide a detailed
profile of Prashika, though it has been decided to
make each monograph complete in itself. We are
indeed very pleased to publish the first monograph in
the documentation series.

An experiment like Prashika is made possible by
the convergence of a variety of factors. Prashika
originated in a group like Eklavya which believed in
a vision that promised emergence of social justice
through education, and which had a rich experience
of intervening in school education through the
Hoshangabad Science Teaching Programme. A large
number of teachers, children and resource persons
contributed significantly to the growth and develop-
ment of the programme. Finally, funding agencies
such as the Ministry of Human Resource Develop-
ment and the Department of Science and Technology
as well as active collaboration of the Madhya Pradesh
state government and the State Council for Educa-
tional Research and Training (SCERT) made the
Prashika vision a reality. The contribution of the
Madhya Pradesh state government, particularly
through its SCERT has indeed been exemplary. It is
hoped that other states in the country will also provide
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