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There were
four friends
in Barkhedi
Basti— Ritik,

Arman, Maya
and Anokhi.
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One day, Ritik lost his slippers.

He looked under the bed. He
looked outside the bathroom.

He looked near the swings. He

looked everywhere.

But he could not find them.
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A few days later, Arman lost his
slippers.

He asked Batul if she had seen
them anywhere.

He asked Sukhvinder and Noori
too.

He asked everyone.

But no one had seen them.
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A few days went by
when Anokhi too lost

her slippers.
/ / She looked
/

& everywhere.

. 8 She asked everyone.
N L But she too could not
find them.
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The four friends were worried.
“Who could be stealing our
slippers?”

Ritik had an idea, “We will
keep a watch on Maya’s
slippers. When the thief
comes to take them, we will

catch him.”
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The next day, late in the evening,
they heard a sound outside the
door.

They tiptoed to the window and

peeped outside.

Seeing the thief, the four of them

were stunned.

He was nothing like what they had

imagined.
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The thief picked up Maya’s slippers and set off. {E

The children followed him. v
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They saw the thief hiding

Maya’s slippers in a hole.

Then he covered the hole

with mud.
And sat right on top of it.
This is where he kept his

treasures.
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The four wondered, “How do we
get our slippers back? Who will go
and get them from him? He looks

dangerous.”
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Anokhi had an idea, “Let us share our food
with him everyday. Then he will become our
friend.”

The four started sharing their food with the
thief. And sure enough, in a few days the
thief accepted their friendship. Whenever
he saw any one of them, he would rush to

meet them.
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So today they walked with him to his treasure hole and asked for their slippers back.

The big black dog dug up the hole, pulled out their slippers and returned them to his
four friends.



AT (519 / A Thief in the Basti

@ e, fes, e, awm Story: Sonam, Ritik, Vikram, Ajay

3otafs T w2 fie English Translation: Maheen Mirza

< SEm: AW CTed Bangla Translation: Baidehi Sengupta

w4 Tl A TR Hlustrations: Ubitha Leela Unni

fEw3e: FIF *MA Design: Kanak Shashi

QI ST @ FALCAEH: ST TS Bangla Editing & Coordination: Bhabook Foundation

‘Basti me Chor / A Thief in the Basti’ *I(&a <51 @AW Al f2fA-Bcaferce @esy @l el |
Bangla translation of story ‘Basti me Chor / A Thief in the Basti” published in Hindi-English by Eklavya.

G @2 P, fema 2020

JIE S (G TG, (FEAR 2024
a?@%ﬁmﬁ‘wa@mm@ﬁ%mwﬁﬁﬁmmﬂv O 4,0 TBRHAR (CC BY-NC-ND) 9% S 08 1 a7 774
fq@@et Aea o=@ AAreq AN - hitps://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

T @13, oA, eemied T SEd 309, ST ARG WA (@ SR Srmrey @2 I3 i 4, eqet w4 @ AhAel
T Y| @ FOT© TP (FI P AFHEFE NG PAFA-GF A @A I A |

2T ALHA: FFAR 2024 / 1000 1

FIare: 100 gsm B S5 «d 220 gsm (oA (@ (25=w)
ISBN: 978-81-19771-22-6

&7 T 60.00

E j%een @35 5 @ FecE*a (H T Parekh Foundation) -9% @iff& errer &1 |

Rocd Imagine Bxplors

AN BATUTIE OF HT AR FOUNBATION

P-4 e

AIHE (TS AT S ALCATS!

Ty FS@= (Eklavya Foundation) PR (Muskaan) ST TIGCe (Bhabook Foundation)
QI e SifT, ffG <1 99, 25 e, 264-65, T FB 6, 7 1, TG 72 - 302,

TGS, (oI - 462 026 (V) Tel (1T, (SIAIET - 462 044 (W12 FIfEIE, Areals, 24 s (8), “ARowe,
FE: +917552977770-71-72 www.muskaan.org Il - 700 136

www.eklavya.in publications@muskaan.org (FI: +917044705339

el ol 2ii2ret ARG, (SieiE; @i - +91 755 255 5442



REEAHIER ]

e IReT FEEE afoe (@i Wl wars «iF, st FIeR ABITE 5
2fsea ez Afe | R 97 T9-crers <™=t T ¢ shetE @ g@iee | @e
G GILT (IS OF SNST AR | APIAE GF3 T AT AR |
(T2 I NG S CATS (G (NN 2[qF FEFO! 77 |

TR 55 SR R G @R Ao o &ed A o ZEN GF0! WS g |
it RO i) TR PICE IR FACT | (RGN (O (90F [Fg Tg T2l
TEH W G el 1| SR FFCEF A IFg TSR I 71T 1 FiRel oo
T TR(RE, qT F6! WS THWEH 2 |

g (O AL, GI[ ©OF GF61 AN TS TF | GG I, IABCS G AN e
@ 7? Uil wece 5REE, $$9 9 66 grer @ T 20 A7 ©%F
BT ST, & TS g pE A FACETS IR A ST AT G
JCE A FC | IS FFHA0! 6T B 08 B0 @cel, 58 O @dl % e A
FHCS BRI | ©I2 MFI @2 V612 SwA f2rm A

In the classroom at Barkhedi Basti, the teacher, Jyoti overheard the children
discussing that they had been losing their slippers. Vikram was upset. He
had worn them through the day and now, they couldn’t be seen. Others had
similar stories to tell. This discussion carried on for the next few days.

The disappearing footwear reappeared in a writing activity and took the
form of a story. The teacher facilitated its sequencing onto pages. The
children also added an important segment to the story — about making
friends with the dog to get their slippers back. They thought this would make
it funny.

When the time came to discuss the title of the story, one of them suggested
‘Basti Mein Chor’ to which the teacher asked why not have ‘dog’ or ‘slippers’
in the title. In response, they said that they are considered thieves even when
they have not stolen anything. Even though he had taken away their slippers,
they still chose to make the dog their friend. They were sure of the title they
wanted to give to their story.
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Sonam, Ritik, Vikram and Ajay live in Bhopal’s Barkhedi Basti.
They belong to the Agariya community whose traditional
occupation has been making and moulding metal implements
and tools.

All four are in the age group 10 to 13 years. Sonam, the quietest
is the most independent. Ritik, an untroubled person by
nature, enjoys learning and playing with languages. Vikram
has to often take care of his siblings, and he studies when he
wants to and can make time for it. Ajay, the youngest of the
four, usually follows in Vikram’s footsteps.
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Ubitha Leela Unni

A designer & illustrator, who loves to draw for narratives. She
has illustrated & designed many children’s books for Muskaan.
Currently, she lives in Kerala.
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One day, Ritik lost his slippers.
A few days later, Arman lost
his slippers. Then Anokhi also
lost her slippers. Has someone ¥
been stealing their slippers?
Who could it be?
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