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I am 2 eat!

Tinti opened her eyes,

looked at the sky through the

plastic sheet.

I am a cat, she said

crawling to her mother.

No, you are not!

You are my little girl,

said her mother tickling her.

No, I am a cat! she said wriggling away.

Tinti, go and wash your face.

I cant.

Why?

I am a cat!

Then lick your face and body clean!
That’s what cats do.

Tinti tried licking, but her hand tasted of
salt and dust.

Oonh... I cant.

Then you are only 3/4th a cat.

Unh! said Tinti and crawled away.

Tinti, go leave the baby at Ajji’s house.
No!

Why?

Iam a cat!

Then carry her in your mouth!
That’s how cats do.

Tinti tried, but

Nikam howled in her face,

and tried to scratch her.

Oonbh... I can't.

Then you are only half a cat.

Unh! said Tinti and crawled away.

Tinti come rag picking.

It’s getting late.

I can't.

Why?

I am a cat!

Then hunt mice and frogs and what not.
That’s what cats do.

Tinti tried, but she couldn't catch a thing.



Mice were too clever!

Oonh... T can't.

Then you are only 1/4th a cat.
Unh! said Tinti and crawled away.

The whole day Tinti roamed the basti
when the others were away.

She went into Ajji’s house and tried to
take a roti.

Humph! Run away! Go find your own
food, you thief cat!

Unh! said Tinti

and ran away hungry.

When the children came back...
Tinti, come and play!

No...

But then she thought...

Cats can play!

Wait, I am co...miiii....ing...
And Tinti ran to play.

In the evening Tinti was waiting when her
mother came back.

Give me roti she said, as her mother sat to
make them.

No!

Why?

Because you are a cat!

Eat dead mice, like cats do.

Unnh! I can’t, whined Tinti making a face.
Then you are...?

Zero cat! shouted Tinti.

[ am not a cat at all!

I am your little girl...Tinti!

She ran and hugged her mother. And ate
the roti in four gulps.

Just like a cat!
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