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Little Bagha

One day Appa, Ma and Roshni were looking at the garden
through the bedroom window. Appa spotted a cat creeping
into their garden. Appa and Ma left and Roshni sat alone
watching the cat. It was a beautiful cat with lush fur and
stripes just like a tiger.

The glare from the hot midday sun was making Roshni feel
drowsy. She saw a huge golden tigress with dark stripes,
in a dense green jungle. Baghini, the tigress roared. All
the animals in the jungle shivered out of fear.

Mriga, the deer, hid in the golden brown dry grass.

Mayur, the peacock, hid in the lush green grass by the
river.

Hanuman, the monkey, and his friends stopped their
games and hid in the sandy bank, tightly clufchmg their
little ones.

Baghini stretched out under a tree to take her midday
nap. Her baby, Bagha, was very proud of his mother. He
knew that one roar from his mother would send all the
jungle folk scampering for cover. He wanted to try this
too. But Baghini would not let him.
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Quietly, while his mother was asleep; Bagha set off to
find someone to frighten.

But as Bagha started walking through the jungle, Mriga
came out of the tall dry grass.

Mayur was dancing for joy at the riverside.

Hanuman and his friends left the sand and started playing
and swinging in the trees. Nobody was scared.

Bagha felt so sad that he sat under a tree and started
crying.

A nut dropped from a nearby tree and close behind came

Kullu, the squirrel. When he saw Bagha, Kullu forgot all
about his nut.

He turned tail and ran to the safety of his tree.

Bagha was very pleased. He went running to tell Baghini
how he had scared the squirrel.

Roshni rubbed her eyes to wake up and through the mist
of her clouded sleepy eyes she saw a cat sitting in the
shade of a huge plant in her garden.
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