CHAPTER 12

Introduction to the
Geography of India

You have read about many regions and countries of the world. Make a list of them.
Didyoufeelthatall ofthem resembledeach other? Inwhat ways didthey differ?

Write the names of the countries or regions that have the following characteristics:

1. Sixmonthsdayandsix months nightinayear
2 Heavyrainandwarmththroughouttheyear
3. Differentseasons ofwinterandsummerinthe year
4, Equatorial denseforests

5. Treelessregion

6.  Coniferoustreeswith needle-like leaves

7. Lightdrizzlethroughoutthe year

8 Terracedfields for farming/step cultivation
9. Sheep-rearing
10. Plainsofhard, drygrass
11.  Plainsofsoft, juicy grass
12 Agriculture withsmall machines
13, Mineral oil
14. Mostofthe populationworkinginindustry
15. Minesofgold, diamond,chromeetc.
16. Agriculture with big machines on big farms
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IN?W that you k_now something about different regions of the world
et’s study the different regions of our own country in greater depth.’

The Natural Regions of India

India is a vast country with a lot of variation Based on these physic_al Iand_forms, we can divide
between different regions. You already know that India into the following regions :
in terms of natural land forms, there are three 1. The Mountain Ranges of the North

2. The Northern Plains

3. The Peninsular Plateau

4. The Western Coastal Plains
5

6

kinds of regions - mountains, plateaus and plains.

The Eastern Coastal Plains
The Thar Desert

Find these regions in this map. Colour each
naturalregioninadifferentcolour.

@ The Mountain Ranges of the Ndyth
72 The Northern Plains
The Peninsular Plateau
The Thar Desert

ﬁ The Western Coastal Plai
I]]]]]The Eastern Coastal Plai
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Findamap showing the presentstates of Indiainyour atlas. Geta
politicaloutline map of Indiashowing the state boundariesandcolour
thestatesindifferentcolours.

Lookatthe political outline map andphysical features map of India
inyour atlas. Compare the two andanswer the following questions:

a) Inwhichstatesdoyoufindthe Mountain Ranges ofthe North?
b) Inwhichstatesdo youfindthe NorthernPlains?

¢) Inwhichstatesdoyoufindthe Thar Desert?

d) Inwhichstatesdoyoufindthe PeninsularPlateau?

€) Inwhichstatesdoyoufindthe Eastern Coastal Plains?

f)  Inwhichstatesdo youfindthe Western Coastal Plains?

Togettoknowthese natural regions well, get a plastic 3-D map of India’s natural regions andstudy it.

Takealookat allthe differentthematic maps of India in your atlas. We will be referring to these maps aswe

study thedifferent regions of Indliain the chapters that follow.

Howmany thematic maps are given inyour atlas? Foreach thematic map thatyou find, tellwhatis the

theme ofthe map.

Sortallthethematic mapsthatyoufindinto afewbroadthemesandmakealist ofallthe broadthemesthat

youhavefound.

Heresaninterestingquestion:
Whatisthe minimumnumber
ofcoloursyouneedtobesure
thatnotwostatesthatsharea
common border will be the
samecolour?
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